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INTERFAITH DIALOGUE INITIATIVES FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS PROMOTION IN EGYPT

YOSRA EL-GENDI

INTRODUCTION

“ I come from the Coptic Christian community in Egypt, a 

community that have often been regarded as a minority and 

was often marginalized. As a result, I grew up finding myself 

in a community that is closed on itself and isolated from the 

bigger community. Until recently, I knew very little about my 

identity as an Egyptian citizen, about other Egyptians coming 

from different religious backgrounds- except from the 

negative picture that was depicted to us about the violence of 

Islam. All of this changed when I started working in a 

community development project that brought me in contact 

with the wider community, helped me break a lot of 

International Studies Journal (ISJ),
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stereotypes about “other” Egyptians, and made me 

understand what does it mean to be an Egyptian citizen. 

Since then, I became very interested and focused on 

transferring the same experience to my friends and 

acquaintances in the church and other Christian 

communities”

-Mirette, Egypt (2011)(1)

“interreligious dialogue is not a good way of treating 

religious matters, mainly because the religious institutions 

provide great obstacles, preventing good understanding. 

These institutions are like lawyers whose mission is the 

defense of their particular religion. This is because they are 

mere institutions and not the real religion itself. They have 

monopolized the defense of religion. Therefore, the dialogue 

with these institutions is not only difficult but has no meaning 

at all. If we speak about beliefs as such, we will go nowhere. 

The real treatment of this matter must happen among the 
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freethinkers of all religions and should not be initiated by 

institutions such as the Church or al-Azhar. The institutions 

cannot compromise(2).”
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PART I: DEFINITIONS AND THEORY 

DEFINING INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
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BY STRUCTURE

Structured dialogue

Guided dialogue

Unstructured dialogue

BY AIM

 Action Oriented dialogue. 
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BY CONTENT

Theological dialogue

Cultural Dialogue

BY ACTORS

institutional dialogue

“Elite Dialogue” 
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 “grassroots dialogue” 

spaces for dialogue

VISIONS INTER- CULTURAL DIALOGUE 

There are a variety of visions for intercultural dialogue. These 

can be divided into hegemonic and non-hegemonic visions.
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a popular grassroots world view

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGION AND HUMAN 

RIGHTS
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There are a variety of views on Islam and its relationship to human 

rights

On the other hand, others critique the very 

question of the importance of examining the compatibility of both 

frameworks.

To conclude, the framework in which this dialogue operates may 

not necessarily be a secular framework

A HUMAN- RIGHTS ORIENTED INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
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PARTII: INTERFAITH DIALOGUE IN EGYPT 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON INTERFAITH RELATIONS IN 

EGYPT
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TABLE: MAIN RESTRICTIONS AND HOSTILITIES FOR EACH 

FAITH COMMUNITY 
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THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF INTERFAITH DIALOGUE IN 

EGYPT

EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY
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POST 1948

NASSER
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SADAT
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MUBARAK
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THE REVOLUTION
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THE MAP OF INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE INITIATIVES IN 

EGYPT TODAY(66)
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RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

AL- AZHAR 

Al- Azhar’s engagement was previously formal and 

institutional. In 1997, Al- Azhar created a religious dialogue 

committee entitled “the Permanent Committee of Al- Azhar 

for Dialogue with Monotheistic Religions.” It addresses 

dialogue in an institutional fashion in which the 

representatives of the Azhar would meet with representatives 

of other religious denominations worldwide(67). The role of al- 

Azhar was diplomatic and international.  This was restricted 

to official meetings, lacked grassroot activities and was 

restricted to the three monotheistic religions.
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ORTHODOX CHURCH
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EVANGELICAL CHURCH
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COPTIC CATHOLIC CHURCH
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THE EPISCOPAL / ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF EGYPT



107

INTERRELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

BAYT AL- ‘AYLAH AL- MISRIYA
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PROJECTS OF OTHER FAITH BASED INTERNATIONAL CIVIL 

SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
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INTERFAITH DIALOGUE INITIATIVES UNRELATED TO 

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

THE MORAL REARMAMENT ASSOCIATION 
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CENTER FOR CIVILIZATION STUDIES AND DIALOGUE OF 

CULTURE: CAIRO UNIVERSITY 
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CENTER FOR INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE AND 

TRANSLATION

CONCLUSIONS
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