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INTRODUCTION

At such a time — which has already begun — the production 

of knowledge and diffusion of knowledge will play an 

absolutely crucial role. Yet, until knowledge is understood in 

human and political terms as something to be won to the 

service of coexistence and community, not of particular 

International Studies Journal (ISJ),



44

races, nations, classes, or religions, the future augurs badly. 

Edward Said (1997) 
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did something
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THE CONCEPT

The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers,

Bound to Lead: The Changing Nature of American Power, 
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… culture is the set of values and practices that create 

meaning for a society. … When a country’s culture includes 

universal values and its policies promote values and interests 

that others share, it increases the probability of obtaining its 

desired outcomes because of the relationships of attraction 

and duty it creates. Narrow values and parochial cultures are 

less likely to produce soft power. The United States benefits 

from a universalistic culture. (Nye, 2004) 
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RELYING ONSMART POWER TO‘RESOLVE’ THE IRANIAN 

NUCLEAR CRISIS

“We don’t want to see continuation of pressure, or carrot 

and stick. We never liked that idea and still don’t.”

Hassan Rouhani, President of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran,Twitter Account, August 6th, 2013 

THE RISE OF CULTURAL SENSITIVITY? NOWRUZ 

SPEECHES ANALYSIS
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You — the young people of Iran — carry within you both the 

ancient greatness of Persian civilisation, and the power to 

forge a country that is responsive to your aspirations. Your 

talent, your hopes, and your choices will shape the future of 

Iran, and help light the world.  And though times may seem 

dark, I want you to know that I am with you. (Obama, 2011) 
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The Future of Power
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Washington Post
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Turning multilateral institutions into effective instruments of 

power also involves countering those that want them to be 

anything but. Iran, for example, looks to the UN as a forum 

to gain legitimacy, win friends, and multiply its influence. We 

have pushed them back at every turn. … When Iran ran for a 

seat on HRC, we reached out worldwide to make the point 

that their record made them unqualified for membership. 

Their bid got no traction, and they dropped out of the race 

rather than face humiliation. (Nossel, 2011) 
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64 BROADCASTING IN IRAN IN TERMS OF SOFT POWER

The same capabilities-centric mindset soon took hold even in 

the midst of the communication revolution ushered in by the 

emergence of the internet: counting of nuclear arsenals and 

conventional weapons has been replaced with counting 

Twitter or Facebook followers and State Department 

language streams.

Roselle et al. (2014) 
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.

Mr. President, while democracy is everyone’s rightful way of 

life, in Iran, on the other hand, there is no respect for the 

basic rights of Iranian citizens, there is no rule of law, and 

there is certainly no freedom of speech. Do you believe the 

people of Iran stand a chance against this regime to bring 

about a positive change anytime soon, with your support? 

(W. Bush, 2008b) 
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IRANIAN STUDENTS IN TERMS OF SOFT-POWER

American officials have been inviting Iranian figures to so-

called academic seminars over the past few years. … 

However, when the Iranians attend these sessions, they 

realise they have gathered to discuss measures to topple the 

Iranian government. 

Mohammad-Javad Zarif, former Iranian Ambassador to the 

UN, 2008 (Zarif, 2008) 
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… Identifies and processes exchange candidates for ECA 

[Energy Communities Alliance] efforts. Targets and 

increases Iranian participation in MEPI [U.S.–Middle East 

Partnership Initiative] and FPC [U.S. Foreign Policy 

Colloquium] programs. Increases engagement with Iranian 

people and UAE’s huge Iranian community through Iran-

related speaker programs, DVCs [Direct Video 

Conferences], and American Studies programs to promote 

U.S. policy on human rights, democracy, terrorism and non-

proliferation. … Establishes American Studies targeted at 

Iranian students and UAE universities. … Arranges ‘Study in 

the United States’ seminars for U.S. universities to recruit 

Iranian students; advises Iranian students wishing to study in 

the United States.(Rice, 2006a) 
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US Opens 'Virtual Embassy' for Iran

VOA's Persian News Network.
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